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County Executive encourages teens to apply for Summer Youth Employment Program 

SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO — Summit County Executive Ilene Shapiro and her Department of Job and 
Family Services (DJFS) are excited to announce the return of the TANF Summer Youth Employment 
Program (SYEP) for 2026, in collaboration with Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates (JOG). 

Applications open today, April 1, and eligible youth are encouraged to apply early as positions are 
limited and available on a first-come, first-served basis. Interested youth and families can apply at: 
https://youthsuccesssummit.org/summer-youth-employment-program/  

The program is open to Summit County residents ages 16–18 and provides participants with 
meaningful, paid work experience across a variety of career fields. Through the TANF-funded 
program, all participants must meet income eligibility requirements, with household income not 
exceeding 200% of the federal poverty level.  

Youth will gain valuable job skills while earning income and exploring future career pathways. 
Participants can work up to 20 hours per week at $15 per hour, with jobs beginning June 8 and 
continuing through the summer. 

“This program is about more than a paycheck, it’s about giving young people the opportunity to build 
confidence, develop workplace skills, and explore their future,” said County Executive Shapiro. “We 
are proud to continue investing in our youth and strengthening our workforce pipeline.” 

The Summer Youth Employment Program continues to be a key workforce development initiative in 
Summit County, connecting young people with local employers and hands-on learning opportunities 
that prepare them for long-term success. The program is administered by DJFS in partnership with 
Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates (JOG), ensuring participants receive not only job placements but also 
support and guidance throughout their experience. 

For more information, contact Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates at 330-374-9477 or email 
success@jogworks.org.  
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